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The Floating Phenomenon of the Approximative duo and the

Cardinal-Multiplier Structure in Chinese

Zhang Chen' and Rui Liu"

Shenzhen Polytechnic University', Beijing Normal University"

Abstract

In a numeral-classifier phrase, the approximative duo has three possible syntactic positions: post-
classifier, between the numeral and classifier, and within the numeral constituent. This paper terms
this the floating phenomenon of approximative duo. Starting from this phenomenon and base on
the cardinal-multiplier analysis and the phrase structure hypothesis for numerals, we proposes
a novel analysis of the Chinese numeral-classifier structure: the Chinese “numeral” should be
decomposed into a series of Cardinal Phrases (CardP), headed by a cardinal word (e.g., shi ‘ten’,
bai ‘hundred’) and taking a multiplier word (e.g., yi ‘one’, er ‘two’) as its specifier. Within this
analysis, the approximative duo is argued to be a special type of multiplier word, and classifiers
are analyzed as special types of cardinal words. The essential nature of duo’s floating phenomenon

is thus that duo functions as the multiplier for different cardinal words.
Keywords

approximative duo, floating phenomenon, cardinal-multiplier structure, numeral-classifier structure
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