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The Core Semantic Meaning and Modal Connotations of the

Verificative Adverb guozhen

Xinfeng Ding

Shaoguan University

Abstract

The adverb guozhen carries an independent syntactic function. It deals with the relationship
between the preceding information and the current sentence, whose core meaning is “the
aforementioned information has been verified”. The semantic structure of guozhen includes three
parts: the information to be verified, the act of verification, and the result of verification, which
reflect respectively the speaker’s epistemic stance of uncertainty, intention to seek verification,
and acceptance of the verified result. The information state therefore changes from unverified to
verified. The difference between guozhen and guoran lies mainly in the speaker’s attitude and the
semantic functions they perform. With guozhen, speakers tend to take a skeptical stance, intending
to verify the preceding information. With guoran, speakers often assume a believing stance, and
the subsequent propositions typically support the preceding information. In some discourses,
the speaker’s attitude may be omitted and their stance is unknown, making guozhen and guoran

interchangeable. However, the semantic structures they activate remain different.
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