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On the VP-neg Interrogative in the Form of a Polar Question

Abstract

in the Hanzhong Dialect

Qian Yang

Minzu University of China, Shaanxi University of Technology

Interrogatives can be categorized into polar questions and constituent questions based on the

dichotomy of question types. The former seeks confirmation of the proposition put forth, while

the latter seeks information specifically targeted by the interrogative constituent. In the Hanzhong

dialect of Shaanxi, “...ha” interrogatives can also be divided into two types: the confirmation-

seeking polar question with ba and the information-seeking constituent question “VP ba”. By

analyzing the nature of ba and the usage, syntactic, and semantic characteristics of “VP ba”, we

argue that “VP ba” essentially belongs to the category of A-not-A questions. Since the fact that the

Hanzhong dialect is spoken in the transitional zone between Zhongyuan Mandarin and Southwest

Mandarin, “VP ba” is inevitably influenced by multiple internal and external factors of the

language system. There are four stages in the evolution from A-not-A questions to polar questions.

“VP ba” is at the third stage of the evolution chain.
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Hanzhong dialect, “VP ba”, information-seeking, A-not-A questions
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