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The Usage and Semantic Evolution of Directional Verbs Luo
and Xia in Early Hakka Dialects

Abstract

Kaixuan Zhan

Sun Yat-sen University

This paper examines the semantic functions and diachronic evolution of the directional verbs /uo

and xia in Hakka dialects from the late 19th century to the 1950s. Initially, /uo and xia exhibited

semantic opposition related to their differing emphases on the reference frames of motion. Over time,

however, their semantics gradually converged. Through diachronic and cross-dialectal comparisons,

this study argues that this change resulted from semantic replication triggered by contact with

Mandarin, which drove a renewed “secondary classification” within the directional verb system of

Hakka dialects. This process ultimately led to a re-division between form and semantics.
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